
Canton Parks Master Plan
City-Wide Public Meeting

JUNE 23, 2015



Agenda:
• Introduction – Derek Gordon

• Master Plan Presentation
• Inventory

• Park Assessments

• Level of Service – (2015 Comprehensive Plan)

• Prioritization of Parks (Recommendations)

• Discussion (20 minutes)

• Next Steps

Canton Parks Master Plan
Meeting Goals and Agenda



Canton Parks Master Plan
Parks Inventory

Parks Inventory
• Existing Conditions Assessment

• Public Meetings

• Online Public Survey

EDG Staff in parks for 6 
weeks reviewing amenities
• A photo log was created for each 

amenity documenting the current 
condition



Park Facility Assessment

• Methodology

• VERY GOOD/NEW - New or Like New condition

• GOOD - Above average condition for age

• FAIR - Normal condition

• POOR - Deteriorating condition for age

• VERY POOR - Inferior condition

• Not Accessible/None – Component condition could not 
be viewed based on access, life safety, or other 
blockage. Or no components exist (i.e. boulevards)

Canton Parks Master Plan
Parks Assessment

Community Park Audit Tool, Kansas State University, University of Missouri; July 2013



Canton Parks Master Plan
Recommendations & Action Steps

Assess Current Park Maintenance Designations 
• 17 FTE

• $1.617M annual budget for operations

• Below NRPA national staffing standards by 47% 

• Below NRPA national budget standards by 40%

• Staffing now maintains 32 acres/FTE (compared to national 
average of 14.1 acres/FTE)



Overall Park Assessment
• 66 Parks in inventory

• 790 acres of park land

• 3 in Very Poor condition

• 17 in Poor condition

• 13 in Fair condition

• 22 in Good condition

• 4 in Very Good/New condition

• 7 have No Amenities

• 53% of parks are in Good or 
Fair Condition
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Canton Parks Master Plan
Parks Assessment

Public Meetings
• Over 93 participants

Public Survey
• Over 128 participants

*Results of survey are not statistically 
valid. Results were used as 
feedback/general consensus of public.



Park Programming Assets
• Flood Control

• 24 parks in flood plain

• Active Recreation Facilities

• Revenue for most active 
recreation collected by CJRD

• Passive Recreation Facilities

• $30,000 revenue in shelter rentals 
(2014)
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Canton Parks Master Plan
Level of Service (Existing Parks)

Level of Service (Acres/1000 Population)
• Comparison of the Canton 

Park System to similar park 
systems both locally and 
around the nation

• Does not account for type of 
park (Nature preserve, 
community parks, 
neighborhood parks)



Canton Parks Master Plan
Recommendations & Action Steps

Assess Re-use, Decommissioning and Sharing Responsibility

• Model used for:

1. Determining maintenance level

2. Categorization based on usage/size



Canton Parks Master Plan
Evaluation & Recommendations

◦ Evaluation of Existing 
Parks

◦ Review Park Service 
Standards

◦ Find Gaps in Service 
Areas

◦ Social Equality
◦ Expand Volunteer 

Programs
◦ Connections to Future 

and Existing Trails



Canton Parks Master Plan
Evaluation & Recommendations

◦ Connections to Future 
and Existing Trails
• 37% of residents use 

parks for access to trails

• Increase connectivity to 
neighborhoods and other 
parks

• Regional trails attract 
users from outside of 
Canton



Canton Parks Master Plan
Prioritization (Existing Parks)

1. Priority Investment 
• Primary parks for immediate investment and Master Plan 

creation (Highest Priority)

2. Secondary Investment
• Priority for upgrades after “Priority Investment” group tasks and 

“Decommission/Repurpose” group tasks are completed

3. Modest Investment
• Priority to keep facilities in current condition – no deferred 

maintenance, facility upgrades as needed

4. Sustained Maintenance
• Sustain current maintenance of each site

5. Decommission or Repurpose
• Priority for decommission or repurposing. Tasks completed in 

conjunction with “Priority Investment” tasks.



Canton Parks Master Plan
Priority Investment 

Immediate Investment 
and

Master Plan Creation

• Brian’s Park (Rowland Ave. NE)

• Canton Lincoln Highway Station 
(Tuscarawas St.)

• Cook Park (Mahoning Rd. NE)

• Crenshaw Park (Sherrick Rd. SE)

• King Park (High Ave. NW)

• Mini Park #19*(Cornelia Ave. NE)

• Mother Gooseland (Schroyer Ave. SW)

• Nimisilla Park (O’Jays Pkwy. NE)

• Stark-Wayne Schrader 
Playground (Hammond Ave. SW)

• West Park* (Schroyer Ave. SW)



Canton Parks Master Plan
Secondary Investment

• Albert Reiter Park (Cherry Ave. SE)

• Harmont Park (Harmont Ave. NE)

• Lee Park (4th St. SE)

• Maryland Park (Maryland Ave. SW)

• Mini Park #8 (Boyland Ave. SE)

• Monument Park (Stadium Park Dr. NW)

• Schreiber Park (Maple Ave. NE)

• Stadium Park (Stadium Park Dr. NW)

• Waterworks Park (Washington Blvd. NW)

Second Priority for 
Investment



Canton Parks Master Plan
Modest Investment

• Brian C. Roshong Police 
Memorial Park (Harvard Ave.)

• Lawrence Park (Whipple Ave.)

• Martindale Park (Martindale Rd.)

• Meyers Park (Park Ave. SW)

• Mini Park #25 (Allen Ave. SE)

• Vassar Hill Park (Vassar Ave. NW)

• Weis Park (Harvard Ave. NW)

• Westbrook Veteran’s Memorial 
Park (Harrison Ave. NW)

• Willig Field (30th St. NE)

Minor Increase from 
current investment



Canton Parks Master Plan
Sustained Maintenance

• Arboretum Park (38th St. NW)

• Bernard Avenue Playground 
(Bernard Ave. NW)

• Bors Field                       
(Harrisburg Rd. NE)

• McKinley Park (5th St. SW)

• Bup Rearick Park              
(Ellis Ave. NE)

• Colonial Park Boulevard 
(Market & St. Elmo Ave.)

• Don Correll Park         
(Roberts Ave. NW)

• E. Jay Welch Playground 
(Cleveland Ave. NW)

• Fairhope Nature Preserve 
(30th St. NE)

• Freeway Park               
(Kimball Rd. SE)

• Garaux Park                       
(13th St. SW)

• Gervasi Station Trailhead 
(55th St. NE)

• Herbruck Park(Royal Ave. NE)

• Ink Park (38th St. NW)

• Jackson Park (Cherry Ave.)

• Maryland Avenue 
Boulevard 

• Mt. Vernon Boulevard
• Reifsnyder Park              

(Spangler St.)

• Richard A. Mallonn 
Memorial Park                   
(Raff Rd. NW)

• Spiker Park          
(Westmoreland Ave. NW)

• Thurman Munson Stadium 
(Allen Ave. SE)

• Washington Boulevard

Sustain current 
level of 

maintenance –

no increased 
investment



Canton Parks Master Plan
Decommission or Repurpose

• Covered Bridge 
Park               
(Guilford Ave. NW)

• Grovemiller Park 
(Tioga St. NW)

• Jackson Pool 
(Nimisilla Ct. SE)

• Maple Playground
(Maple Ave. NE)

• Mini Park #1 
(Marion Ave. SW)

• Mini Park #11
(Rowland Ave. NE)

• Mini Park #19* 
(Cornelia Ave. Ne)

• Mini Park #3 
(Warner Rd. SE

• Mini Park #32 (Lawn 
Ave. SE)

• Mini Park #5 (Lawn 
Ave. SW)

• Mini Park #9 
(Economy Ct. NE)

• Northview Park 
(46th St. NW)

• Oak Park (St. Elmo 
Ave. NE)

• Park Connector 
Strip (Allen Ave. SE)

• Riverside Park 
(Warner Rd. NE)

• Triangle Peninsulas 
(Crystal Park) 
(Mahoning Rd. NE)

• Waynesburg Park
(Sherr Ave. SE)

• West Park* 
(Schroyer Ave. SW)

Decommission 
or Repurpose/

Naturalize 
Park



Canton Parks Master Plan
Target Investment Areas & Newly Proposed Parks 

◦ Target Investment 
Areas (TIAs)
◦ Potential parks may be 

established in these areas

◦ Funded by capital – not Parks 
Department

◦ Fill current park service area 
gaps



Canton Parks Master Plan
Target Investment Areas & Newly Proposed Parks 

◦ Locate Underserved 
Areas
◦ Potential areas for new parks 

or partnership with schools

◦ Target Investment 
Areas
1. Aultman

2. Downtown 

3. Shorb

4. Mercy

5. Hall of Fame



Canton Parks Master Plan
Target Investment Areas & Newly Proposed Parks 

◦ TIAs contain service 
area “gaps”
◦ Potential to establish new 

parks nearby

◦ Look at partnerships with 
schools as alternative

◦ Consider recreational facilities 
(non-park) nearby

1. Aultman
2. Downtown 
3. Shorb
4. Mercy
5. Hall of Fame



Canton Parks Master Plan
Underserved Areas & Potential Solutions

Intersection Proposed Solution / Facility Partnership

Broad and Crown NW Clarendon Elementary School Playground

Cloister and 48th St NW Glenwood Middle School Athletic Complex

Logan and 44th NW Frazer Elementary School Playground and Field

Loma Linda and Grenada NE Portage Montessori School Playground and Field

Gibbs and 25th NE Belle Stone Elementary School Playground

Old Lehman Old Lehman

Shadyside and 9th St SW Cedar Elementary School Playground

Arlington and 11th St SW J. Babe Stearn Community Center

Tanner and 18th SW McGregor Elementary School Playground

Roosevelt and 17th St NE Imagine Schools on Superior (St. Paul's Place NE)

Economy and 4th NE Belden Elementary School Playground

Eastwood and Logan Portage Collaborative Montessori School

Gaps in Park Service Areas
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Questions?

For additional questions, please contact:

Theresa Gang
Canton Park Commission

(330) 489 - 3015


